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for it is scarcely likely that his revision
was used for reference, but to the Webster
who early proposed such changes in the use
of language and never ceased to urge them
upon every occasion. So, too, both agree
in dropping thy way from the phrase go
thy way ; in saying urgent for instant. The
variations, however, of the American Com-
mittee from the English have reference
largely to readings.

The great bulk of Webster's emendations
were of the most trivial and innocent char-
acter. Whosoever and whatsoever he always
cut down by the omission of the second
syllable; unto and until he changed to to
and till; wherein and its fellows he usually
rendered by in which, on which, in that or
this ; ate he preferred to did eat, and yes
to yea. It was in general a picayune re-
vision, sufficient to annoy those who had an
ear for the old version, and really offering
only such positive helps in interpretation
as were generally in the possession of fairly
educated men. That he should have done
the work at all and have done it so faintly
is what surprises the reader. As a com-
mercial undertaking it was no mean matter,